
TURN’s Teacher Institute for Black Lives 

Teachers Teaching Teachers 

Starting February 2021 

 

Amistad Curriculum * Restorative Justice * Montclair Anti-Racism Policy 

 

"Teachers Teaching Teachers" is an opportunity for educators to share with their peers their best 

lessons on any topic related to studies of Africans in the diaspora with their peers.  The primary goal 

is for teachers to expand their knowledge of African-American history and Africans worldwide, and 

then return to their classrooms with better understanding and, of course, ideas for lesson plans. 

TURN believes that tapping into the knowledge that already exists in our community is a creative 

way to expose teachers to this history and culture while recognizing our own staff's expertise. Dr. 

Bettina Love states that one criterion of being an abolitionist educator is to know the history of Black 

and Brown people in the US better to understand the realities of the Black and Brown experience. 

Having Montclair teachers collaborate on this endeavor is a way to bring relevant knowledge into the 

classroom quickly.  

 

We ask educators to submit a topic for review (some ideas are below) and give a 45-minute to the 

one-hour lesson via Zoom/Google Classroom. The presentation should be taught through an 

abolitionist lens, explain how it connects to the Amistad curriculum, and include a list of resources 

that could be used to create lessons. Presenters will be compensated at the contracted MEA rate.  

 

Teacher Institute for Black Lives timeline: 

Presenters, please submit lesson plan topics by February 6, so we can invite your colleagues to 

sign up between February 8 and February 19. Classes begin February 22. 

 

Presenter responsibilities: 

● Create a lesson plan for the presentation that can be shared with participants to use and/or 

adapt as needed for their own classrooms.  

● Connect presentation to Montclair School curriculum and Amistad Act 

 

If you would like to teach, please email tundoingracism@gmail.com and include the topic that you 

would like to share with your colleagues.  

 

 

Suggested Topics: 

Black women of the Civil Rights Movement  

Tarana Burke, Founder of The Me Too Movement  

BLM 

The Black Panther Party for Self Defense 

The Truth about the Emancipation Proclamation and the 13th Amendment 

Lies my teacher told me (Ex: Rosa Parks) 

Bayard Rustin  

White Supremacy Spoon Fed (Myths about White Heroes) 

Marcus Garvey and Black Liberation 

From Armed Struggle to Freedom (Nat Turner to the Black Liberation Army) 

Art as a form of Protest, and Freedom Dreaming 
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Overseer to officer (History of Policing in the Black Community) 

The Move Bombing (Philadelphia 1985) 

From the Tuskegee Experiment to medical distrust  

The first Karens (history of Lynchings) 

Black people create, White people take 

Hip Hop: From self love to self hate 

King and X 

Cointelpro—FBI secret war to discredit and destroy Black Movements for Human Rights 

The Crime Bill Clinton & Biden 

Black Wall Street - (just one of many places destroyed by white rage) 

African Civilizations 

Egypt—A Black Civilization 

The Great Migration 

The economy of the South and slave breeding 

From Reconstruction to the Compromise of 1877 

From Plessy vs. Ferguson (1896) to Brown vs. Board of Education (1954) 

The Supreme Court in Black History (see above, plus Dred Scott, etc.) 

13th (film) 

A history of Montclair (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iAYbHNov8Nc) 

 
TURN! Is a group of staff members from the Montclair School District that formed after the Undoing Racism Workshops in 2016. TURN! 

believes that, until teachers and administrators realize the impact racism has on students and parents, we are failing our community. Through 

a variety of events, TURN! challenges Montclair educators to examine their own racial biases, ideas, and paradigms and understand how 

these affect their teaching practices and student outcomes.  

 

 

 


